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Learn Korean Ep. 57: Sentence Structure 


Let's learn about basic Korean sentence structure. 


Basic Korean Sentence Structure 
What's sentence structure? Well, take a look at this example sentence in English: 
"| yesterday the dog walked at night the store to." 


Sentence structure is how words or phrases are put together in a language - like syntax. In 
Korean, it's important to use proper sentence structure, or your sentences can be confusing. 


Let's take a look at some basic sentence structure forms to use. 


First of all, English is a Subject Verb Object language, meaning the subject goes first, 
followed by a verb, and then the object. In the sentence "I kicked the ball," "I" is the subject, 
"kicked" is the verb, and "the ball" is the object. Korean, however, works using a Subject 
Object Verb structure. In Korean, the same sentence would therefore be organized as "I the 
ball kicked." This is perhaps the most basic thing to learn about the Korean language. Once 
you have a good understanding of how Korean puts objects before verbs, then learning 


everything else can come a bit more quickly. 


A= DAS FOUR. 


"| eat snacks." 


Not only objects, but locations also will go before a verb. 


This is the same order for going to a location as it is when there's something at or in a 


location. 
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IA] SPO Q. 


al 
rr 
Jot 
EJ 
+ © 


"| study at school." 


But sentences aren't this simple in any language. You also want to say when something 


happens too. 


In English, we most often add the time that something happens at the beginning of a 
sentence, or at the very end of a sentence; in Korean, it is most commonly added to the 
beginning of a sentence or phrase. Take whatever normal sentence you were making 


without a time, and add the time right at the beginning. 


Qs HE SUA SFA AML. 


"Today | will study at school." 


It's also acceptable to add the time after the subject. 


Hz Qs FAA SH#s2 AM. 


"Today | will study at school." 


Doing this will have the same meaning, but it'll make the time a bit more emphasized. 


When you want to be a bit more specific, state time going from the largest units to the 


smallest ones. For example: 


Os 23 2A\ 30 LO] SO] 72. 
"Today I'm going to school at 2:30 P.M." 


"Today" is the largest unit of time, followed by the time of day - here 2, P.M., followed 


by the hour, and then the minute. 


But sentences like this can be a bit bland. There are no adverbs or adjectives, which help to 


add depth to sentences by adding more information to them. 


GO! Billy Korean 


Page 3 of 3 


In English, we can put adverbs after verbs, or before. The sentences "I dance slowly" or "I 
slowly dance" can both be fine in English, but in Korean things don't work that way. Adverbs 


in Korean should be added direct/y before the verb they're describing. 


LYS AOA, SYo| SHS 7AAGI/2. 


"Tomorrow I'll study hard at home." 


Fortunately, adjectives work the same way as they do in English. Put an adjective directly 


before the noun it's describing in a sentence. 


H=z AA SUM SHS + RU. 


"| can't study in a dirty room." 


If you have multiple adjectives, connect them together, and conjugate just the last one 


before the noun. 


Ae AD PME AAS Aa goa. 


"| want to eat a big and delicious cake." 


Conclusion 


If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on 


YouTube. Good luck in your studies! 
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